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ucts. One striking fact that has turned up in every attempt to measure the 
outcomes of teaching is the wide variation found in individual achievement. 
This wide variability in human achievement has caused school people, in very 
recent years, to become interested in means or agencies for grouping students for 
purposes of instruction. Dr. Fretwell's study 1 is an attempt to answer the ques- 
tion concerning the extent to which a pupil's academic success can be foretold 
on the basis of standardized tests. 

The experiment was carried out in the Speyer Junior High School for boys. 
The following conclusions are drawn: 

"1. Academic success in the first year of junior high school was more success- 
fully predicted by a group of standardized tests than by all previous school 
marks or age or teachers' estimates. 

"2. The tests in the order of their importance for the purposes of this study, 
when the administration and the scoring of the tests are considered, have been 
found to be: reading, visual vocabulary, opposites, spelling, completion, arith- 
metic, easy directions, mixed relations, and composition." [Page SO.] 



Educational diagnosis of individual pupils. — Several attempts have been 
made, heretofore, to measure the attainments of children in the group and to 
diagnose the results for purposes of remedying the teaching. While the individual 
has received some consideration, the main emphasis has been placed on group 
attainments and group remedial work. Dr. Buckner's study* is an attempt to 
investigate the possibility of diagnosing an individual case by means of standard- 
ized tests and scales, and, on the basis of the diagnosis, "to prescribe specific 
mental work" for the individual. 

Seventy-two boys in the experimental academic junior high school recently 
organized at the Speyer School of Teachers College furnished the subjects for the 
investigation. Eleven standardized educational and psychological tests and 
scales were administered to this group at three different times, February, 1916, 
February, 1917, and June, 1917. 

A major fact which turns up in this as in other measurements of individual 
attainments is the "extreme variability in individual cases." 

The author finds "a considerable amount of relation between the ability of 
these pupils to achieve in these tests and the consistency or lack of variability 
in their achievements." 



A study of school failures. — One of the chief measures of a functioning school 
system is the nature and amount of progress made by the pupils throughout the 
system. Hence, any study which attempts to investigate why children fail 
touches a most vital problem in the administration of public education. One of 
the most exhaustive and thoroughgoing studies' in this field has recently appeared. 
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